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ruptlon has crushed this more gentle, as It would have
defeated any more efficacious plan in the same circum-
stances. From that quarter, therefore, I have nothing to
hope. It is from the people at large that I expect any
good, and I am convinced that the only way to make
them feel that they are really concerned in the business,
is to contend for their full, clear, and indisputable rights
of universal representation. But in the more liberal and
great plan of universal representation a clear and distinct
principle at once appears, that cannot lead us wrong. Not
CONVENIENCY but RIGHT. If it is not a maxim of
our Constitution, that a British subject is to be governed
only by laws to which he has consented by himself or his
representative, we should instantly abandon the error; but
if it is the essential of Freedom, founded on the eternal
principles of justice and wisdom, and our unalienable birth-
right, we should not hesitate in asserting it. Let us then
but determine to act upon this broad principle of giving
to every man his own, and we shall immediately get rid
of all the perplexities to which the narrow notions of
partiality and exclusion must ever be subject."l
The third is the speech of a less celebrated gentleman
made at a general meeting of the freeholders of the County
of Cambridge in March 25, 1780, published and preserved in
a collection of pamphlets. " Many .instances may be brought
from History of Kings who have been solemnly deposed for
not performing the duties of their office, and for infringing
the liberties of the people. But the last great revolution
of our government is a decisive precedent that subjects may
alter their rulers, and that kings must expect allegiance no
longer than they deserve it. Besides, when after all the
waste of blood and treasure which the present calamitous
war has occasioned, we are called upon to risk the last stake
we possess for the service of our country, it surely becomes
us to inquire whether we have a country. For I do not call
1 From a letter from the Duke of Richmond to Lieut.-Colonel Sharman,
Chairman of the Committee of Correspondence at Belfast, dated Aug. 15, 1783.